
Wargrave Life
 
Introduction & Welcome
 
Dear parents, families and 
friends, 

This term, there has been 
a lovely balance between 
work and special events. It 
has been quite an exciting 
term for everyone. In 
June we celebrated the 
achievements of our nine 
leavers this year, some of 
whom have been with us 
since their primary years! 
Of course, it's sad to see 
them go, but they 
certainly made us all proud 
when they presented their 
own best memories of 
school and talked about 
the good times and. fun 
they'd had over the years 
during the 'Hello, Goodbye' 
evening at Lakeside. It's 
always difficult to move on 
to pastures new, but we 
wish them the very best of 
luck and hope they all 
achieve the bright futures 
they deserve. Our best 
wishes, too, go to Janet 
GunniU, Danny Cavanagh 
and Michel'e Davies who 
leave us at the end of this 
term. 

Many of our older 
students took external 
examinations, from 
Transition Challenge to 
ICT, Maths and English 
qualifications and they 
should expect their 
certificates once we 

return to school in the
 
autumn term.
 

Those of you with children
 
in Transition and Year 9
 
would have enjoyed the
 
spectacular production of
 
'Jungle Book'. As always, the
 
effort and hard work from
 
the children and staff
 
reaped its rewards as the
 
production was performed
 
not once, but three times,
 
for lower school classes,
 
staff, visiting schools and
 
many of you. Visitors were
 
amazed by the independence
 
with which the students
 
acted and someone mistook
 
some of our students for
 
staff-so polished waS their
 
performance!
 

Younger
 
students
 
have enjoyed
 
visits to the
 
beach. All
 
visited
 
countries 'Around the
 
World' in our 'Fun Day'
 
planned and organised by
 
the Speech & Language
 

Therapy Department. From 
didgeridoos to stars and 
stripes, everyone got a taste 
of different cultures-and 
different foods! It was great 
fun! Fun Day has become a 
much looked forward to 
annual event. 

During the second week in 
July, Transition Year 11 
students took part in work 
experience in a range of 
placements including the 
Thistle Hotel, a local 
hairdresser and several fast 
food outlets. As always, 
shops and local businesses 
were very impressed with the 
skills and polite attitude of 
our students. 

Unfortunately, our planned 
training twilight on Mental 
Health Issues and ASD was 
cancelled by the trainer at 
the last minute, however, 
staff attended training on 
Person-Centred Planning 
(PCP) - a concept which local 
authorities will be getting 
involved in in the future and 
which we hope to develop as 
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Wednesday 3 September 

© T3 to Space Centre 
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© T2 to Space Centre 

Tuesday 7 October 

© Tl to Space Centre 

Tuesday 14 October 

© School Closes 

Friday 24 October 
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Introduction Continued Great British Food
 

part of annual reviews within school. 
We will focus on the pupil's own 
views and contributions/ 
achievements. Steve Bentley and I 
held some sessions on this subject, 
inviting Mencap's PCP facilitator to 
talk with parents and explain the 
process and his role. 

Our Extended 
School Services 
provision has raised 
a lot of interest 
with local 
authorities and many 
parents are seeking 
places for their children in after 
school club sessions for September, 
which are almost full! Obviously, 
with this level of interest and take 
up, we are keen to expand further, 
and the holiday scheme is set to 
take off at Easter 2009. We'll keep 
you posted with developments as the 
year progresses. 

Finally, I hope you will join me in 
thanking all staff for their hard 
work and dedication this year, 
despite all the changes, they have 
made sure Wargrave continues to 
provide the best education and care 
for your children. Thanks, too, to 
you, for your continued support and 
I wish you all a pleasant, safe and 
happy summer break. 

Sheila Jaeger, 

Director of Services. 

Great British Food Fortnight is 
here again, starting on Monday 22 

September. If you know of any 
particular foods or speCial meals 
your children enjoy and you think 
they would like to have them 
included on the menu please 
contact Kerry Hankinson, Cook in 
Charge as soon as pOSSible when we 
return in September. Kerry would 

be pleased to hear your thoughts 
or ideas and will endeavour to 
include as many as possible in the 
menus. 

The Magic Wishing Lamp
 

On the 2 July Jackie McCann 
and Michele Davies led six 
Lakeside students in an 
enchanting production of 'The 

Magic Wishing Lamp', a 
traditional rendition of 'Aladdin'. 
Lower school students watched 
in awe from their seats on 
Indian rugs as the story came to 
life amid puppets, snake 
charmers, dancers and a magical 
carpet ride-all against 

authentic music, sound effects and 
huge, colourful, projected 
backdrops. The whole experience­
both in the making and the 
performing, incorporated fantastic 
opportunities to develop 
communication, social interaction 
and imaginative thinking-all whilst 
enjoying mutually pleasurable, 
sensory fun! 

Jackie McCann, Head of SaLT 

Don't forgetl
 

Saturday C ub
 

Starts
 

September 08
 
&
 

The Holiday Club
 

Is Starting
 

Easter 2009
 

Hope to see you
 
therel
 

Page 2 Wargrove Life 



School Council meet the Mayor of St Helens'
 

On Monday 14 July, the five members 
of the School Student Council-Jack 
H, Christian P, Alistair H, Hannah W 
and Callum O-were invited to meet 
with the Mayor and Mayoress of St 
Helens. The students were treated to 
a guided tour of the Chamber and had 
'Afternoon Tea' with John Beirne, the 

new I y 
appointed 
Mayor and 
the Lady 
Mayoress. 

There was a 
question and 
a n s w e r 

News from Steve 
Dear Parents 

I recently telephoned 'Contact a 
Family' (0808 808 3555) for updated 
information on Tax Credits, as many of 
you may be aware, there are two Tax 
Credits offering financial support to 
families generally, Working Tax Credit 
and Child Tax Credit, the latter payable 
whether parents work or not. 

Work'ing Tax Credits are payable to 
parents working at least 16 hours per 
week and are responsible for one or 
more children, and whose joint income is 
under £58,000. 

I wasn't aware however, an extra 
amount, called the Disabled Child 
Element was payable on behalf of any 
young person receiving the Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA). There is also a 
Severe'ly Disabled Child Element payable 
to children in receipt of the highest 
rate of the care component of the DLA. 

The Tax Credit helpline is available on 
0845 300 3900. 

The Children's Information Service 
provides details of local events, groups 
and services with could prove useful 
during the summer holidays. Here are 

session and an opportunity to 
explore the history of the council. 
All students were then invited to 
record their comments on the visit 
in the Mayor's visitors book. 

As ever, the students' behaviour 
was excellent, and as a council, 
they did an excellent job of 

Blackburn 01254667877 

Bury 0800 731 4611 

Cheshire 0800085 2863 

Halton 01928704306 

Knowsley 0800 085 2022 

Lancashire 08001950137 

Liverpool 0800 085 2022 

Manchester 08000837921 

Salford 08001955565 

Sefton 08000197219 

St Helens 0800 073 0526 

Trafford 0161 912 1053 

Warrington 0192544 3131 

I will sign off now and wish you all a 
very happy, peaceful and enj.oyable 
summer holiday. See you soon, 

Regards 

Steve. 
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representing the school. 

Gennie Hyde 

Acting Head of Education 

students
 
clothing
 

ready for
 
September
 

Thank you.
 
your local telephone numbers: 
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'Around the World' - the SalT Fun Day
 
On Friday 4 July staff and students dressed up in traditional costumes from Africa, India, USA 
and Australia to celebrate this years SaLT Fun Day-'Around the World'. The journey began 
when clutching their passports and boarding cards, the students boarded their 'Wargrave 
Wings' flight (in the gym), ably assisted by Cabin Crew-Gennie Hyde and Lucinda Duffy. The 
students knew they were in safe hands when Captain John Thompson guided them onto the 
projected runway. 

A visual map traced the routes to the four destinations and our four workshop hosts including: a 
t,rue Aborigine Elder, African drummers, Cheerleaders, Indian artists and Bollywood dancers, 
provided some in-flight entertainment as they gave us a 
taste of what was to come. Each was assisted by NNEB 
students from a local college, who also acted as 
passport control as the students entered their new 
destinations. Dave Banks our Facilities Manager joined 
in the fun along with his team of domestic staff by 

dressing as 'Ali' 
and his three 
'bearded' 
cleaners-all in 
traditional 
Bedouin costumes! We all went to Italy for a superb 
lunch provided by our kitchen staff, before embarking 
on the return 
j 0 urn e y 
including great 
Australian 

entertainment from Lakeside students. 

The day concluded with a look at snap shots taken 
throughout the day by our talented technicians Chris 
Linaker and Shaun Daniels w:ho put together an amazing 
PowerPoint photo album-some lovely, shared 
memories-a perfect end to a perfect day! 


